
Inspection of Farlington Day Nursery
376 Havant Road, Farlington, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO6 1NF

Inspection date: 5 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers are very ambitious and have high expectations for what all children can 
achieve. They are passionate about giving children a rich set of experiences and 
work closely with their dedicated and enthusiastic staff. Together, they create a 
highly engaging environment that focuses on inspiring children's creativity and 
imagination. Children of all ages are confident, motivated and inquisitive learners. 
They delight in exploring and investigating the wide range of natural resources 
available and leading their own experiences. For example, older children excitedly 
cooked pretend meals using real fruit and vegetables. Staff extended their 
experiences skilfully, introducing knives which children used very carefully and 
safely to chop the vegetables, bringing their role play to life.

Staff are extremely caring, nurturing and attentive to children's individual needs. 
They foster a highly positive atmosphere, where all children feel loved and 
cherished. The strong and trusting bonds staff build with children help them to feel 
particularly happy, safe and secure, and children thoroughly enjoy their time at 
nursery. Overall, staff give children valuable experiences to support their 
understanding and respect for the world around them. For example, children take a 
big part in caring for the nursery pet guinea pigs and rabbits and regularly visit 
elderly residents at a local retirement home.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers are very engaging and work closely with their team to reflect on 
practice, introduce new ideas and continuously improve the nursery. After much 
research, they have recently stripped back their planning and focused more on 
open-ended resources, play and activities. Children thrive on the responsibility 
and opportunities to decide what they want to do, which helps them to engage 
busily throughout the day. For example, after their afternoon sleep, two-year-old 
children excitedly said they wanted 'Old MacDonald', and staff promptly set up 
an exciting farmyard scene for them to explore.

n Although the managers support staff very well overall, there is more monitoring 
and support needed to consistently achieve the highest standards of learning 
across the nursery. For example, there is scope for some staff to extend 
children's learning and language development more consistently. Despite this, 
staff are strong teachers and know the children in great depth. They confidently 
discuss what children know and can do and think very carefully about how they 
can move them on in their learning. For instance, children very much enjoyed 
thinking of their own stories, which they excitedly made by drawing pictures and 
copying some simple words onto notepads.

n Staff are strong and influential role models and provide children with clear 
messages to support their good behaviour. Children learn to treat each other 
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with great respect and are consistently kind and considerate. For example, they 
actively asked others to join in with making obstacle courses in the garden. Staff 
warmly praise children's efforts and good behaviour and celebrate their 
achievements with great enthusiasm. Subsequently, children develop high levels 
of self-esteem and have confidence in their own abilities. 

n There is a strong focus on outdoor play and children delight in exploring the 
spacious and adventurous garden. Children of all ages are active and 
demonstrate strong physical skills, for instance when carefully walking along 
balance beams and riding bicycles. Babies walk from an early age and show 
increasing confidence as they climb steps safely. They settle quickly into nursery 
life, helped by the extremely warm and cosy environments. They enjoy sensory 
experiences, such as exploring flour with their whole bodies.  

n The environments for each nursery age group are closely linked, which helps 
children move through the nursery smoothly. Staff work hard to make children 
feel as settled and secure as possible and create an atmosphere where children's 
unique personalities are truly celebrated. Parents very much value this and 
comment on how much their children love attending and how helpful home 
learning packs are for them. Partnerships with parents are a strength of the 
nursery and a key focus for staff and leaders.

n Children engage very well with the dynamic curriculum on offer. They quickly 
gain the skills needed for the next stage in their education. Older children gain 
strong skills in preparation for early writing and express their many views 
eloquently and confidently. Younger children join in eagerly with group songs 
and excitedly explore musical instruments and the sounds they can make. 
However, there is not yet a strong focus on promoting children's understanding 
of people and cultures beyond their own to fully support their awareness of 
diversity. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers give safeguarding high priority and there is a strong shared 
approach to keeping children safe. They have focused on giving children and their 
parents thorough guidance and support to help manage children's online safety. All 
staff receive regular and thorough training and fully understand how to identify the 
signs that a child's welfare may be at risk. They know who to contact for further 
advice and how to escalate any such concerns. The managers encourage regular 
discussion about wider safeguarding issues, such as extreme views and behaviours. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor and support staff practice more rigorously to help raise the standard of 
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teaching to the highest levels consistently
n focus more on giving children a broad set of experiences that fully promote their 

understanding of people, families and communities beyond their own. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY263787

Local authority Portsmouth

Inspection number 10108551

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 65

Number of children on roll 125

Name of registered person Koochy Koo Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535271

Telephone number 02392 351205

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2014

Information about this early years setting

Farlington Day Nursery registered in 2003 and is located in the outskirts of 
Portsmouth in Hampshire. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to 
Friday, all year round. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. A total of 20 staff work with 
the children. Of these, 17 hold relevant qualifications at level 2 or level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ben Parsons

Inspection activities

n The inspector was given a tour of the nursery by the managers and carried out a 
learning walk to discuss the curriculum.

n The managers and the inspector discussed the play activities and children's 
learning during the inspection and undertook a joint observation of an activity.

n The views and opinions of the staff, owner, children and parents were taken into 
account during the inspection.

n The inspector observed children's play and assessed the impact of staff teaching.
n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including staff 

suitability records.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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